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I am pleased to represent a dynamic and proactive Board
that is committed to elevating
and evolving the MEDAH organization in a manner that
meets the needs and interests
our members.
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non profit our task is not only
to educate and diversify our
community, but to find ways to
empower ourselves and others
to make a difference.

We hope you will all join us on
March 13th at Wards Rafters.
We are excited to have events Your generous donations of
and workshops in developtalent and support can span far
ment and a projected Calendar beyond our individual need to
of Events for the year.
express ourselves, our desire to
be entertained, or our agenda
Our first event of the year will as an organization promoting
be a Hafla with an Internaculture and art - to unite us
tional Women’s Day theme. It with the Global Community.
is exciting to offer events that
broaden our perspective beMahalo and Shukran,
yond our small community and
support a cause greater than
Shadiya
our own personal needs. As a

14

MEDAH is now online.
Check out http://www.medah.org
or our FaceBook and MySpace pages.
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MEDAH Mission:

MEDAH 2010
President: M. Shadiya Doesher
Email: bellydancebyshadiya@yahoo.com
Vice President: Kalae Kaina
Email: kalae@shakti808.com
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MEDAH is a non-profit organization
dedicated to promoting the diversity of
Middle Eastern and related forms of
dance, music, and culture, through
education, instruction and community.

Treasurer: Dorothy Wheeler
Email: DWheeler@hawaii.edu
Secretary: Renee Arnold
Email: Renee@ReneeArnold.com
Members at Large:
Heather Crotsley
Tara Severns
Larry Ward

To Contact the Z

Editor:

Jessica Schmidt Rose (Editor)
Editor@MEDAH.org

Z Publication Policies:

MEDAH,
the gift of dance, community and education.
$20 doesn’t buy much these days, but that’s the
low price of membership to Hawaii’s only nonprofit group devoted to Middle Eastern dance
and culture. Included with your dues:
Our improved online mini-mag the Z.
Teacher Listings on our Website
Ad listings on our Website, in the Z, and via
email to members
Performance opportunities
Local and national teacher
seminars
Access to the Video library
Fundraising activities
Vending opportunities
Membership meetings
Annual Voting Privileges
Great Haflas –parties!

Advertising: Ads submitted to
the Z must be camera ready. ElecAll submissions for Z publication
tronic submissions preferred. Rates:
are subject to editor’s review, revi- $20 full page (8 1/2 x 11); $10 half
sion, and suitability for print.
page (8 1/2 x 5 1/2); $5 quarter page
Members are encouraged to sub(4x5 1/2); and $2.50 business card (3
mit letters, articles, reviews, pho- 1/2 x 2).
tos, and advertisements pertaining to the arts of the Middle East
to the editor.

Submission Deadline:
Submissions are due on the 15th of
the month. The Z is posted monthly,
or as material is submitted, at the
beginning of each month. Mail Submissions to:
MEDAH
PO Box 22282,
Honolulu, HI 96823
Or via Email: Editor@MEDAH.org
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MEDAH Membership Meeting
2-13-2010
MEDAH General Membership Meeting at Ward’s Rafters.
In attendance were MEDAH members: President Margery Shadiya Doescher, Vice President
Kalae Kaina, Secretary Renée Arnold, Treasurer Dorothy Wheeler, Member-At-Large Tara Severns, members Amy Bright and Bob McKeand, guest/former member Janice Itsuno.
There was a quorum.
The meeting was called to order by President Shadiya at 1:00 p.m.
New Business:
In an effort to bring back former members who had left the organization, the new board invited Janice Itsuno to report past concerns and offer suggestions about what members
would expect or appreciate from MEDAH.
Entry fees to haflahs were discussed. When Janice first became a member, the events were
free. If food was offered, dancers were given the option to bring food, or to pay just $5.00
to enter. Before she left, several years ago, members were asked to pay for MEDAH
events. She and others did not approve of having to pay to enter.
Amy, former MEDAH president, stated that more recently, during her years as president, the
dancers were not asked to pay for haflahs.
Venues were then mentioned. Janice said she liked Paki Hale as a venue, and that former
member Harriet Ho was the liaison for obtaining the city & county venues, but that she had
retired.
Another past concern was the irregularity of the Zagoreet. The board has already addressed
this issue and is making an effort to post the Z on the website on the first of every month.
A third concern from Janice is to have a complete list of teachers. The board explained
that teachers must pay dues before being listed in the Z or on the website.
The membership meeting was adjourned at 1:26 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by
MEDAH Secretary
Renée Arnold
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MEDAH Board Meeting
2-13-2010
MEDAH Board Meeting held at Ward’s Rafters. The meeting was called to order by President Margery Shadiya
Doescher at 1:26 p.m.
In attendance were MEDAH members: President Margery Shadiya Doescher, Vice President Kalae Kaina, Secretary
Renée Arnold, Treasurer Dorothy Wheeler, Member-At-Large Tara Severns, members Amy Bright and Bob McKeand.
Minutes were read. Motion was made to approve the minutes as amended . The duty of emailing the membership shall
be changed from the President to the Vice President.
Treasurer’s Report was given by Dorothy Wheeler: MEDAH has a balance of $2,209.96. There are two checks, totaling
$40, from new memberships to deposit.
Old Business:
Bob’s Proposal – At the last meeting, his proposal to film and photograph all MEDAH events, and to scan the Z
back issues was reviewed; the Board considered what is best for the membership, particularly regarding intellectual property.
The Board questioned the purpose of a video archive. It was considered by some to be of historical interest. There
are VHS tapes of famous dancers available for rent by members, but they are never watched. There is no list of
videos – no awareness. Videos are VHS and would need to be transferred. There was a suggestion to put the list
on the website to promote awareness of the list. However, VHS is an outdated format and dancers now have more
access to DVDs and films on YouTube. Previous board wanted to archive all events. New board is asking who will
watch these as most dancers hire Bob for their own performances. There is concern of dancers that others have
footage of their performances. The question of what to do with the current VHS archive was deferred to the next
meeting.
Regarding the continuation of Bob’s filming of MEDAH events, MEDAH does not want the responsibility of handling waivers of all the members.
Bob was paid $200 ($100 for 10 videos; $100 for photos; $2.00 per issue of the scanning of the Z.) As no work has
been done, the Board would prefer to have the $200 go toward the archiving of the Z. Bob will keep an index so
that we will know which issues are missing. Vice President Kalae gave him her copies of the Z to begin the project.
There was a motion to have Bob scan the Zs on CD at $2/issue and he will report on progress at the next meeting
on March 6, at which time it will be decided on a deadline for the work to be completed. Bob is to present the
Board with an invoice. Instead of doing waivers and release forms for filming and photographing of MEDAH
events, Bob will make agreements with individual dancers. The motion was passed.
New Venues – The Board continued to discuss new venues. Janice Itsuno had suggested Paki Hale during the
membership meeting held just before the Board meeting. Events were concentrated at Wards Rafters in 2009 in
order to save on rental and in order to raise money through the donations, but there was agreement to add venues
such as McCoy Pavillon, , the Vet Center in Foster Gardens, the Art Zone, or a private home, such as Amber
Ricci’s. Tara will follow up with Amber, Bob with the Vet Center, and Kalae with the Art Zone.
New Business:
Website – Jessica reported that the website went down and she spent 3 hours and 45 minutes, for which she sent
an invoice dated Jan. 31, 2010. At the last meeting the Board voted to accept her proposal to be paid $50 per
month and $25 per hour for time spent over 3 hours. There was a motion to pay her $18.75 for the extra 45 minutes, a total of $68.75. The motion was passed.
Z submissions - Amy and Tara volunteered to submit information on Malia’s recent workshop and Yoko’s trip to
Japan, respectively. All teachers have been contacted and must rejoin by the 15th of the month in order to have
their listings in the Z.
Membership Drive – Dorothy mailed out 107 letters to all members from 2006 through 2009, on January 31,
2010. Fifteen were returned with no forwarding address. Six people rejoined as of the day of the meeting. The
Board will ask Jessica to update the renewal slip to show that members pay half price to advertise in the Z. This
must also be posted on the Website.
(Continued on Next Page)
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(Board Minutes, Continued from Previous Page)

MEDAH Board Meeting
2-13-2010
PayPal - There was discussion about adding PayPal to the website in order to allow people to join MEDAH online.
Dorothy will have to set up an account and then ask Jessica to put it on the website. The price will be $20.60 as
60 cents must go to PayPal.

Transfer of materials – Amy brought the MEDAH video library, banner, post office key for Shadiya, the back issues of Z, and miscellaneous materials.
Dorothy gave a checkbook to Shadiya for checks numbered 1850 through 1879. One camel was destroyed in a car
fire and one camel is still in the possession of Ephrosine Daniggelis, a former MEDAH member.
Haflah on March 13 at Ward’s Rafters -- The Board decided to promote International Women’s Day (March 8).
Suggestions were to invite non-members to showcase other forms of dance from around the world, such as Persian,
Flamenco, Indian, in addition to various forms of Middle Eastern dance. However, it was also suggested we stay
true to the grassroots political agenda of IWD, as a labor movement, peace movement, and advocate for women
having a political voice. It was suggested we have only Middle Eastern dancers, but we pass a hat for donations to
go to women of Haiti, through an organization that helps women and girls who are victims of violence, CARE.org.
We would do a press release in the paper for free; get radio and TV time; promote in the Honolulu Weekly; and
have Jessica put it on Facebook and MySpace. We must put it provide Jessica with the information by the 15 th of
this month. Tara and Shadiya will come up with the ad for the haflah and give the information and the Care.org
information to Jessica. Per Jackie’s request, information about the Care.org and about the performers will be
sent to her so that she may embellish her email promotion.
Non-members would be invited to perform. The haflah doors will open at 6:30 and the show begins at 7:30.
Other calendar events :
April – Discussion of the dinner show at Pyramids is deferred to the next meeting.
May – First Friday we can have an event at Open Space Yoga upstairs from Indigo Restaurant at 1111 Nuuanu
St. It was suggested we could post the framed photographs that Jessica mentioned at the last meeting. It was
suggested we have members come in costume even if they do not perform.

The next Board meeting is scheduled for 1:00 p.m., March 6 at Ward’s Rafters.
Meeting was adjourned at 3:23 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by

Renée Arnold
MEDAH Secretary
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Meet the MEDAH President!
Shadiya is an award winning performer specializing in authentic Egyptian folkloric and contemporary dance. She
currently offers classes throughout Honolulu and encourages
women of all ages, sizes and abilities, including seniors and
children, to experience the fun, beauty and health benefits of
Middle Eastern dance.
Shadiya performed for 8 years as the principal dancer of the
Near Eastern Dance Company of California. She has
sponsored numerous bellydance festivals, workshops & cultural shows, and is currently the director of the Habibi
Hawaii Ensemble. Shadiya has performed and presented
workshops internationally, and entertains locally at The
Pyramids Restaurant in Honolulu.

Shadiya’s Class Schedule:
Sundays 2pm

The Dance Space

Open Level with Percussion Ensemble
Tuesdays 10:15am
Wednesdays 9:30 am
The Kapahulu Center

Bellydancing for Seniors
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Reflections
By: Naia
Some of you might have seen Master Drummer
Souhail Kaspar in workshops, concerts, or even
playing with Sting on TV. I felt very honored to
perform last year with him at Punahou School,
ARTS at Marks, Ward's Rafters, and twice at
Shangri-La. I was also fortunate to accompany
him on his two-week Japan tour as his dance assistant.

for his second visit of the year, and brought along
a great oud player named Afif Taian. They performed modern and classical music from the Arab
world in sold-out show at Doris Duke's Shangri-La
and at the ARTS at Mark's Garage. Local dancers
joined the talented musicians at Mark's, including
Shadiya and the Habibi Hawaii Ensemble, Malia
and the Belly Dancers in Paradise ensemble, and
me (Naia) and the Naia Oriental Dance Company.
I was born and raised in Japan, and spent half my Tara Severns played frame drum and Adly Mirza
life there. I started belly dancing as a teenager
sang, as well.
(back when no one in Japan really knew about
belly dancing) shortly before I moved to US.
I believe for the dancer, learning never ends, beThough belly dancing is booming in Japan, it is
cause it's not only about knowing technique and
still new, so dancers and musicians there were
looking pretty. I have learned so much about hisvery hungry to learn from Mr. Kaspar. He gave
tory, dance, rhythms and music from studying
workshops on dancing to Middle Eastern music,
and working with Mr. Kaspar, and I look forward
drumming, and even a lecture class about dance
to learning more. I know many of us here are aland history. To see all the joy and satisfaction in
ready excited about his next visit to the Islands.
everyone's faces after each workshop and show
was both rewarding and inspiring. I was happy to I will be featured in a concert with Souhail Kaspar
bring back and share the knowledge that I gained Near East Ensemble in California in March, so
here with the wonderful musicians and dancers I please check us out if you are nearby! For more
met on the tour in my home country.
information about the show or about Mr. Kaspar,
please visit neareastmusic.com.
After the Japan tour, Mr. Kaspar came to Hawaii

Naia & Souhail Kaspar performing live with Japanese musicians in Kobe, Japan in Dec2009

For more pictures see
the following page...

PAGE 8

Z ag o r e e t by M E D A H

Volume 21, Issue 2

Naia with Afif Taian &
Souhail Kaspar in Shangri La, Honolulu in Dec
2009

Naia assisting Souhail
Kaspar's workshop in
Tokyo, Japan in Nov.
2009

Naia performing live with Souhail
Kaspar and Japanese musicians
in Tokyo, Japan in Nov. 2009
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Papparazzi

Photos by Bob McKeand
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Papparazzi*
By L. Amy Bright
Raucously energetic
Traditional
Dramatically innovative
Always interesting

dressed in fishnet and shorts who broke into a rock n
roll tap dance routine. Following a flapper routine,
Jessica Rose presented a bottle of "evil" juice to the
already evil doctor.

Issam Housham, drummer for Belly Dance Superstars The drink in the bottle was the genie of the dance
joined Malia in Hawaii for a belly dance showcase at which forced the doctor to perform. Accompanied by
Paparazzi Friday, February , 2010.
surprise, mock shame, and twitchery, the doctor threw
off her lab coat to unveil her black, light-lined cosPaparazzi, a re-born Brewmoon, has the paint-peeled tume for her solo. Beth fused jazz, tribal, and, finally,
concrete of a well-used dance floor and attracts the 20- a brazen bit of burlesque ballet. Then she, Jessica,
30 something club set. Men in open-collared striped
and Sonnet rocked a fusion, head banging trio before
shirts and fulsome expressions of satisfied wealth
passing out on the dance floor to a hullabaloo of apmingle with the female glitterati. All watched each
plause.
other and the show with a mixture of nonchalance and
eagerness.
“That’s the way it should be!” shouted my seat-mate
between whistles.
By the time I arrived, Shakti Dance Movement
had slinked on stage, all power and post-goth meta- Issam Housham, ended the evening, playing a short
physical movement poetry. A quadruple alliance of drum solo to show off his Amazing Flashing Hands of
Ka. Then he played a 10-15 minute long riff for Malia,
sleek hapa and amazonian blonde glided and
popped through a tantric carnivalesque song. As
she of the brilliant crimson costume. Her timing was
always, I was impressed by their unison and precision. her precise, her execution exciting, her communicaCabaret belly dancers from O’ahu and Kaua’i also
tion with the drummer intense.
claimed the evening. The Daughters of the Nile
whirled a veil routine through the small space. The
None of this saved her from the improv.
choreography was sweeping yet varied. The troupe
Grinning with knowing glee, Issam trilled, drumroutine was accompanied by solid, brisk performrolled, and fluttered Malia through long seconds of a
ances by the soloists.
shimmy section. She kept the pace to the joy of the
audience until he broke off, sent her into a spin, and
As the husbands/roadies for Dakini Dance Company, ended the set, and the evening, with quick flick of a
an experimental dance theatre troupe, set up props for tek.
their piece, the women seated next to me stirred excitedly.
*I arrived late, missing most of the first half of the
show and missed a few numbers due to talking, avoid“I’ve heard about this!” One exclaimed. “I’m so glad ing talking, and attempting to find a place near the
they’re doing this. They’re so creative!”
front. My apologies.
Artistic director Dr. Beth Biller walked on stage in a
white lab coat teasingly enhanced by lights twinkling
underneath. A figure under a white sheet followed.
After an introductory mad-scientist rant, Beth jerked
away the sheet to reveal...Sonnett, a slender dancer

-L. Amy Bright-
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Around Town: Calendar:
Please submit events if you are a musician or member of a dance company, troop, collective, or
solo artist and an event is coming up that you would like to share. Please send all information to our PO Box or via email to: Editor@medah.org. Watch your email for updates on
events. We prefer email submissions.
The following Events are Belly Dance events in Hawaii that MEDAH has been made
aware of. These are not all MEDAH sponsored events. MEDAH events are tentative
and marked with an *.

*March 13th:
MEDAH Haflah at Ward’s Rafters! Details are
on the back page!!!

*Aug.
Greek dancing workshop possibly weekend before the Greek festival in late August

*April:
MEDAH Dinner Show, TBA

*Sept.
Possible presence at/support of Islam Day event

April:
Dahlena of www.dahlena.com will be visiting
Oahu and teaching workshops
Date and Location TBA. For more information
contact Malia MaliaInHawaii@mac.com or 808234-1006

*Oct
Henna workshop & possible guest dancer workshop

May 12th-16th- TRIBAL FEST!! (Sebastopol,
CA)
Guess who is teaching at Tribal Fest 2010??!! The
beautiful Kalae Kaina!! May 13th- Kalae's Tribal
Fest Class Title and Description (Sebastopol,
CA): Shake-Break-Bounce with Break, Dub &
Glitch 4:45-6:45pm

Dec. 2010
Shakti Dance Movement will be sponsoring
workshops and a show with Sharon Kihara and
Deb Rubin. stay tuned to www.shakti808.com for
more info

*May
MEDAH Haflah (Info to be announced)
*Jun
MEDAH Student Recital and a Drum Workshop
in late June by Tara Severns
*July
Midsummer Night’s Gleam and the Makiki Festival

*Nov
Holiday haflah & voting before Thanksgiving

*Jan. 2011
Winter haflah and greet new board members

Volume 21, Issue 2
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Dance Classes in Hawaii:
Listings (in alphabetical order by last name, when available) are a reflection of MEDAH members in good standing,
not all who teach belly dance in Hawai’i.

Renee Arnold

(808) 951-0115
renee@reneearnold.com
www.ReneeArnold.com
Private and Semi-Private Classes
By appointment.
Call for details.

Nurriya Glo Ayson
(808) 383-6817

Classes by Private appointment
and at the Manoa Dance Studio.
Kalae
Shakti Dance Movement
Ph: (808) 646-0786
www.shakti808.com
Monday 6:30-7:30pm- Beginners
$10 per class
Diverse Arts Center, 1030 Queen Street
In Kalae's beginner class students will learn a strong
foundation to grow from. Basic Movements, steps,
and isolation drills will be covered.

Naia

(808) 497-9858
naia_raks@yahoo.com
NaiaRaks.com
www.myspace.com/naiadancehawaii
日本語でどうぞ。
Tuesdays 7pm—8pm
Alive Ballet Studio
930 McCully St #205A
Honolulu, Hawaii 96826
Ongoing group class and walk-ins welcome.
No classes March 16th and 23rd.
Private and Semi-Private Classes
By appointment.
Call for details.

Samira

samiramirage@gmail.com
Private Lessons
By appointment.
Email for details.

Monday 7:30-8:30pm- Intermediate
$10 per class
Diverse Arts Center, 1030 Queen Street
Designed for the intermediate dancer, or beginner
student who is up for a challenge. Kalae's approach to
belly dance is strongly rooted in proper posture, isolation drills, shimmy drills, fun combinations, and perseverance. Kalae firmly believes in dance as a vehicle
for mind body connection and body awareness.
Proper attire: yoga type pants.

Shadiya
(808) 429-3324

Masayo Loyd

Open Level with Percussion Ensemble
At The Dance Space
Sundays 2pm

(808) 341-3213
http://people.tribe.net/masayo
Masayo_bellydance@yahoo.com
Masayo conducts Middle Eastern Bellydance class in
both English and Japanese.

日英両語によるレッスンです。誰にでも楽しめるベリー
ダンスを基礎からじっくり学びましょう。
Waikiki Community Center
310 Paoakalani Ave., Honolulu HI 96815
(808) 923-1802
Every Saturday 11:30am - 1:00pm
Moiliili Community Center
2535 South King Street, Honolulu HI 96826
(808) 955-1555
Every Tuesday 6:45pm - 8:15pm

bellydancebyshadiya@yahoo.com

www.livshimmy.com
www.bellydancebyshadiya.com
Private Lessons
By appointment.
Email or call for details.

Bellydancing for Seniors
At The Kapahulu Center
Tuesdays 10:15am
Wednesdays 9:30 am

Tara Severns
Drumming Classes.
Phone: 262-2DRUM4U
Web: http://nwr-hawaii.blogspot.com
Email: snokite@gmail.com

-Back Page!-

International Women's Day Hafla
Saturday, March 13, 7:30pm
Ward's Rafters, 3810 Maunaloa Ave. in Honolulu
Doors open at 6
Mark your Calendars! In honor of International Women's Day,
MEDAH will hold a charity Hafla on March 13th at Ward's Rafters.
We hope to showcase a variety dance styles, from the traditional to the modern,
from around the world. If you or your troupe would like to perform, please contact Shadiya at 429-3324 by March
10th.
Shakti Dance Movement
with Zoe Jakes

The event itself is free, but your generous donation will go to CARE, a humanitarian organization that empowers women to help their families and communities escape poverty. CARE also delivers emergency aid to survivors of wars and
natural disasters, and helps people rebuild their lives. In Haiti, CARE is providing emergency shelter, improving sanitation, preventing gender-based violence,
and assisting pregnant women and mothers.
International Women's Day (March 8th) has existed for nearly 100 years, and
in some places, observances and have expanded to include the whole month,
such as in the United States, which has designated March as Women's History
Month.
International Women's Day (8 March) is a global day celebrating the economic,
political and social achievements of women past, present and future. In some
places like China, Russia, Vietnam and Bulgaria, IWD is a national holiday.
If you or your troupe would like to perform,
please contact Shadiya at 429-3324 by March 10th.

